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Palliative Care 

Palliative care, sometimes called Comfort care, 

provides care and treatment for the symptoms 

and side effects of an illness. Your illness 

does not need to be a terminal illness for you to 

receive Palliative care. Many private insurance 

companies cover Hospice and Palliative care 

services. Medicare Hospice coverage is also 

available. 

You may still receive treatment (chemotherapy, 

radiation etc) for your illness. Palliative care 

provides medication and other services to 

relieve pain, nausea, fatigue and other 

symptoms. You do not need your doctor to 

certify you have 6 months or less to live. The 

Palliative care team can guide you to where to 

find help for preparing Advanced Directives, 

financial counseling, and legal advice. 

Hospice 

Hospice focuses on providing comfort and care 

that maintains the highest quality of life for 

someone who is dying. The social, spiritual, and 

emotional needs of the patient and their family 

members are addressed. Your doctor is required 

to certify that you have a terminal illness that is 

progressing and expected to end your life within 

6 months or less. Hospice is for any terminal 

illness for example-cardiac disease, dementia, 

cancer, ALS, respiratory disease, etc 

Family members are the primary caretakers for 

you at home. Hospice can be provided where 

you are -at home, in an assisted living facility or 

nursing home, or hospital. 

 

The Hospice team will be available on call 

24/7.Your Hospice medical team will manage all 

of your healthcare needs. You can choose to 

end Hospice care at any time. You can remain 

on Hospice longer than 6 months if your illness 

continues to make your health decline.  

Hospice Related Information 

Understanding Healthcare Decisions at the 

End of Life 

https://www.nia.nih.gov/health/understanding-

healthcare-decisions-end-life 

End of Life Care 

https://www.nia.nih.gov/health/end-of-life 

Under Federal and state law you retain ALL of 

the same Rights that you enjoy in the 

community. 

 
Rhode Island Medical Orders for Life-

Sustaining Treatment (MOLST) 

Medical Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment 

(MOLST) are instructions to follow a terminally 

ill patient’s wishes regarding resuscitation, 

feeding tubes and other life-sustaining medical 

treatments. The MOLST form can be used to 

refuse or request treatments and are completely 

voluntary on the part of patients. These orders 

can supplement Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) 

instructions or a COMFORT ONE bracelet. For 

more information on RI MOLST  navigate 

to http://www.health.ri.gov/lifestages/death/abou

t/medicalordersforlifesustainingtreatment/ 
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